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Meetings  Third Thursday of month, Ground floor, Wadham House, 52 Wadham Parade, Mt Waverley (Melways Map 61 E12) Commencing 8pm

APS Waverley Group Events Other Events

APRIL   Thursday 21  st   commencing 8:00pm  
Kathleen Ralston - “Lichens”

MAY   Thursday 19  th   commencing 8:00pm  
Mike Beamish - “Gippsland Short Trips”

JUNE   Thursday 16  th   commencing 8:00pm  
Katherine Horsfall

ALL EVENTS HELD ONLY IF PERMITTED BY
HEALTH REGULATIONS.

PLEASE CONFIRM WITH EVENT ORGANISER THAT
EVENT DETAILS HAVE NOT CHANGED.

APRIL   9  th   8:30am – 4:00pm  
APS Geelong Australian Native Plant Sale
‘Wirrawilla’, Lovely Banks.

MAY   7  th  
APS Mornington Peninsula Plant Sale

MAY   14  th  
APS Melton and Bacchus Marsh Plant Sale

JUNE   25  th   and 26  th   10:00am – 4:00pm  
APS Ballarat Winter Flower Show
Flower show, plant sales etc. 
Robert Clark Centre, Ballarat Botanic Gardens
Gilles Street, Ballarat.

Registrations open 28 March

We are pleased to advise that registrations for the Biennial Conference in Kiama in September open on 28 March for all 
participants. Those who have expressed interest in specific tours will be able to register from 21 March.  

Saturday, 10 September to Friday 16 September 2022
Kiama Pavilion, Kiama
To register, go to: https://events.humanitix.com/2022kiama
For more information, go to the APS NSW website: https://www.austplants.com.au/ANPSA-Biennial-Conference-2022
Tours are also open

About the conference

 The conference kicks off on Saturday 10 September, with a complimentary tour of the Kiama region, followed on 
Sunday by a native plant sale at the Pavilion where you can also pick up any merchandise and complete registration. 
There is a complimentary cocktail event on the Sunday evening.

 The conference sessions and excursions run from Monday to Friday.
 Early bird pricing for the conference is a 10% discount to the full $600 price. This applies until 31 May.
 Travel insurance is strong recommended. Please check the cancellation policy on the website. 
 Health requirements will be in accordance with NSW Government Health Department regulations. However, we 

recommend that people be up-to-date with vaccinations for their protection and the protection of others.

Stories & photos of native plants urgently needed - Can you help?

Please email them to   graham.oliver.au@gmail.com
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 VALE JUDY BARKER    
Judy Barker, a former President of our Group, recently passed away.  Below is an 
edited version of a eulogy written by her close friend Maureen Schaumann who 
was also secretary of our Group.

“I first met Judy at Waverley APS in the seventies.  We joined within a month of 
each other.  After a few years she became a very popular Leader.  I didn't really get
to know her until I started the Daisy Study Group.  She was my first member.  From
then on we became firm friends and worked together on daisies for 27 years. 

She became one of the Leaders of the Study Group in 1996 for five years, after 
Esma Salkin (a foundation member of our Group) retired.  Judy was an excellent 
speaker and very much in demand. 

A great propagator, she was well known for her generosity in giving most of her 
plants away. 

I will always remember Judy for her kindness and generosity.  She was loved by 
everyone who met her.”

Thanks to Foothills Group and Nicky Zannen for permission to use this eulogy and photo.

  SEEN IN THE WILD– c
Wilson’s Promontory

Earlier this month Geoff visited Wilson’s Promontory and took these plant photos.  All of these plants are suitable for a 
Melbourne suburban garden. Geoff Schroder

Leucophyta brownii - Cushion Bush
Dwarf shrub growing to 1 metre in height in a

compact, rounded shape.  It is extremely tolerant
to salt spray, wind, drought, full sun and frost.
Can be easily propagated via cuttings or seed.

Banksia integrifolia –
Coast Banksia

A hardy and versatile
garden tree.  Low-

maintenance.  Its large size
makes it unsuitable for

smaller gardens. 

Correa alba – White Correa
Shrub to about 1.5 metres in height.  Flowers in
late autumn and winter.  Grows in drained soils
in full sun or semi shade.  Very resistant to salt

spray and extended dry periods once established.
Propagation via cuttings.

Lavinia State Reserve – King Island Tasmania

I photographed this pretty medium sized shrub earlier this month at
Lavinia State Reserve, King Island Tasmania.  It was growing in full
sun on sandy soil at the margin between coastal heathland and dry
eucalypt forest.  

It is Olarea ramulosa – Twiggy Daisy-Bush.  Also a native of
Victoria it grows widely across southern Victoria including the
eastern suburbs of Melbourne.  VINC and other specialist native
nurseries carry it in stock, so it is readily available for garden use.

O. ramulosa reaches up to 1.6 m in height. Flowers appear in great
numbers from October to May.  The flower heads are daisy-like, 1–2
cm in diameter, with 2–13 white or mauve rays and a central yellow
disc.

Propagation is by seeds or cuttings of new growth that has hardened.
It can be grown in dry or temperate climates and is frost-hardy in
sunny or part-shaded spots. Pruning invigorates it.  Can be grown as
a low hedge. Graham Oliver



Fairfield Boathouse

Jenny Kelso took this photo on the path leading 
down to the Fairfield Boathouse.  If you are 
visiting VINC (the Victorian Indigenous Nurseries
Co-Op) to buy indigenous plants which grow 
locally in the Yarra Valley, stop off at the Fairfield 
Boathouse for a light lunch or cup of coffee.

Melbourne General Cemetery

Darwinian neildiana - Fringed Bell is endemic to Western Australia just north of
Perth where it grows in sand and among rocks.  A shrub to 0.2-1 metre high, it
produces a showy display of red flowers between August and December in the
species’ range.

This rare and beautiful species was planted at the grave of Dr James Neild in The
Melbourne General Cemetery by St John Ambulance Historical Society during the
restoration of his grave site. Anna Kane

  KIDNEY WEED – Graeme Stone – c 
Dichondra deserves its name Kidney Weed.  I grow it as a lawn alternative where it
competes reasonably with Buffalo grass.  Unfortunately, it quickly grew under a
metal barrier into the adjacent vegetable bed.  I hand weeded the bed and decided
to install a metal barrier with the base filled with clay to stop the intruding 
Dichondra runners for good.

Subsequently I found some growing in the garden behind a retaining wall.  I have
no idea how it got there but, be that as it may, it became a weed interspersed among
a prostate Eremophilia.  Again I patiently hand weeded by folding the Eremophilia
back then sprayed a few hard-to-get leaves with glyphosate.  I think I have now
have it under control.

So the message is, as I told friend who
I gave some Dichondra, … only plant
Dichondra where it can be physically contained.  Even on our drive it has grown 
into the cracks in the bricks although it isn’t a problem there. Graeme Stone

Dichondra repens, a low maintenance groundcover which tolerates light foot traffic and works well
as a lawn substitute in areas that aren’t constantly being walked over.   Ideal for greening up
paved walkways or planting around stepping stones to create a lush, lawn-like feel without the
need for mowing. 



  MELTON BOTANIC GARDENS – David and Barbara Pye – c
Melton Botanic Gardens comprise 24 hectares of a water course edged by old River Red Gums and flat western plains 
grassland.  It is located in the driest area of metropolitan Melbourne having an annual rainfall below 500mm which is 
significantly less than Glen Waverley’s 850mm. 

Twenty years ago a group of volunteers was formed to lobby the local council to designate an area for a Botanic Garden.  Our 
speakers Barbara and David Pye were key members of this group and have been involved ever since.  In 2011 the site of the 
gardens was decided and detailed planing and planting began.

A key decision was to concentrate on plants indigenous to regions with a similar low-rainfall climate to Melton. As a result the 
gardens now has three sections: a Eucalyptus Arboretum <Further Information>; a Western Australia / South Australia Garden; 
A South African Garden.  The arboretum has many small eucalypts such as Mallees.  The WA/SA garden has plants from the 
areas from Geraldton through to Kalgoorlie, the Nullarbor, the Eyre Peninsular.

Thank you David and Barbara

  SUMMER JOTTINGS – Virginia Barnett – c
Banksia canei grows under the eaves, faces east and never gets watered.  For all that, it is my most
successful Banksia.  Currently, it is covered in blooms and is spreading nicely.  It has Correa alba
for company.

B. canei is called ‘Mountain Banksia’, commemorating William Cane, a Victorian nurseryman,
who drew attention to the distinctiveness of the species.  It is a shrub which grows to three metres,
much-branched, erect or spreading.  Leaves are scattered and narrowly elliptic, obovate or cuneate
or linear mostly 2-5cm long.  Flowers are pink/mauve in bud and turn into pale yellow:   they like
to hide in the leaves.     
This plant likes a sunny or partly shaded position in somewhat heavy or rocky soil.  It is a very
attractive plant and gives no trouble.

https://www.fmbg.org.au/brochures/FMBG_Eucalyptus_Arboretum_Flyer_web.pdf


Eremophila mackinlayi  This little plant has developed a ‘chimaera’ not, according 
to Anne Langmaid, at all uncommon amongst this species.  It stands out, as 
pictured, and is a tissue-complex of genetically distinct cells, the resultant of a 
mutation within certain cells of a meristem.  (Ref:   The Language of Botany by C. 
Debenham).

The lower branches of my Grevillea robusta produced a profusion of seeds this
year, as depicted.  

This Acacia melanoxylon (self-sown but now huge) has what appears to be 
parasitic growths at the ends of branches and is randomly distributed.  No-one 
seems to know precisely what it is.

Thanks Virginia

 COMMITTEE
Leader Jenny Kelso 9889-1195
Secretary Virginia Barnett 9803-4502
Treasurer Gavin Cole 0418 543 956
Newsletter Graham Oliver 0418 359 067
Librarian Geoff Schroder 9882-5213

Heather Maplesden 9803-5142
Sandra Wearne 0413 667 368

 SUPPER ROSTER
April 21st 2022 Margaret Duncan & Graeme Stone

May 19th 2022 Jenny Kelso & Geoff Schroder

Please swap if unable to attend


	Meetings Third Thursday of month, Ground floor, Wadham House, 52 Wadham Parade, Mt Waverley (Melways Map 61 E12) Commencing 8pm

